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MISCELLANY. 



WORK OF THE PHILADELPHIA SOCIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION. 

In 1865, the American Association for the Promotion of 
Social Science was organized, after the plan of the British 
Association, founded in 1857. 

In November, 1869, the Philadelphia members organized 
a local branch, with Judge Strong, of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, as President. Mr. J. Miller McKim, 
as the representative of the parent Association, assisted at 
several of its meetings to complete its working organiza- 
tion. Mr. Henry Villard, the General Secretary of the 
American Association, also gave valuable assistance in 
perfecting this local branch. Through him, correspond- 
ence with Messrs. John Stuart Mill and David Watson, on 
the subject of ballot reform, was carried on. A circular 
was printed inviting answers from all interested in the 
matter. Measures were also taken to invite congressional 
action in favor of Civil Service Reform. Judge Lowrie 
took part in a conference on legal education in New York, 
at the invitation of President Barnard, of Columbia College. 

In May of 1870, the local branch invited the General 
Association to hold its next meeting in Philadelphia. In 
October, a conference was held with Dr. Eliot, Messrs. 
Blatchford, McKim, and Godkin in reference to that 
meeting. The Ninth General Meeting was held in the 
chapel of the University, beginning on the 26th October. 
The Philadelphia members who took part in it were: 
Messrs. Lorin Blodgett, on "The Waste of Existing 
Social Systems ; " Eckley B. Coxe, on " Mining Legisla- 
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tion;" Hon. William Strong, on " Social Science ; " Hon. 
Charles R. Buckalew, on " Minority Representation ; " 
J. G. Rosengarten, on " Civil Service Reform ; " Hon. W. 
H. Lowrie, on " Method in the Study of Social Science; " 
Dr. Isaac Ray, on "The Evidence of Experts;" Joseph 
Wharton, on " International Industrial Competition ; " and 
Eckley B. Coxe, on " The Theory of Civil Service Reform." 
An address was made by A. J. Mundella, M.P., and a 
paper by Thomas Hare, on " Minority Representation," 
was also contributed. 

The first annual report, in December, 1870, made 
mention of a course of lectures on "Social Science," by 
Professor Mcllvaine, of Princeton; on the foundation 
by Stephen J. Colwell, Esq.; and also adverted to the 
efforts to secure Civil Service Reform by National, State, 
and municipal legislation. A membership of between one 
and two hundred members attested the success of the 
organization, and the various committees gave promise of 
active work in the several subjects assigned to them. Of 
the receipts of over $1100, $450 were sent to the parent 
society in Boston. 

A year later the annual report noted the delivery and 
printing of the following papers : " Compulsory Educa- 
tion," by Lorin Blodgett; "Arbitration," by Eckley B. 
Coxe; "The Revised Statutes of Pennsylvania," by R. 
C. McMurtrie ; " Local Taxation," by Thomas Cochran ; 
" Infant Mortality," by Dr. J. S. Parry. This last was the 
opening of a war on the bad management of the Phila- 
delphia Blockley Hospital, which ended finally in the 
reforms that have made such marked changes in that 
institution. Unfortunately, Dr. Parry did not live to see 
the final results of his work, for he died prematurely 
soon after the reading of his paper. 

Among the papers announced for the winter of 1871-72, 
the following were read and printed : " Statute Law and 
Common Law, and the Proposed Revision in Pennsyl- 
vania," by E. Spencer Miller, and under the weighty 
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objections of Messrs. McMurtrie and Miller, that scheme 
ended in failure and well-deserved oblivion ; 'Apprentice- 
ship," by James D. Whitney; "The Proposed Amend- 
ments to the Constitution," by Hon. F. Jordan ; " The 
Uses and Abuses of Medical Charities," by Dr. J. S. 
Parry ; " Vaccination," by Dr. Parry ; " The Census of our 
Industrial Establishments," by Lorin Blodgett. At the 
close of 1871, Judge Strong resigned the office of Presi- 
dent, and was succeeded by Henry C. Lea, Esq. At the 
annual meeting at the close of 1872, the Association 
again renewed its pledge to support the movement for 
Civil Service Reform. 

In 1873, the following papers were read: "The Tax 
System of Pennsylvania," by Cyrus Elder; "The Work 
of the Constitutional Convention," by A. Sydney Biddle ; 
"What shall Philadelphia do with its Paupers?" by Dr. 
Isaac Ray, another well-directed attack on the abuses of 
the Philadelphia Almshouse and Hospital at Blockley. 
Dr. Ray, too, did not live to see the results of his strong 
plea for reform, yet they were finally secured. The Phila- 
delphia Association was represented, through its Secre- 
tary, at the Eighth General Meeting of the American 
Social Science Association, in Boston, in May, 1873. 
In June, a paper was read by S. Dana Horton, of Cin- 
cinnati, on "Proportional Representation;" and an ad- 
dress was made by Miss Mary Carpenter, of England, 
on " Reformatory Treatment and Prison Discipline." In 
September, a paper was read by Dr. Stockton Hough, 
on " Vital Statistics," and in December the same gentle- 
man read a paper on " The Relative Influence of City and 
Country Life on Health, Mortality, and Longevity," and 
Dr. Ruschenberger read a paper on " The Value of Original 
Scientific Research." 

In January, 1874, Professor J. P. Lesley read a paper on 
" The Utility of Government Geological Surveys ; " in 
February, J. G. Rosengarten read a paper on " The Law 
of Partnership." Invitations were received to take part in 
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the next meeting of the British Association in London. 
Mr. Thomas Cochran read a paper in March on " Methods 
of Valuation of Taxable Property," and an appeal was 
made to the Legislature to establish a State Board of 
Health, an effort that has finally been successfully car- 
ried into effect with the most satisfactory results. In 
April, Professor Frazer read a paper on " Cremation." 
In November, the Social Science Association joined in 
the meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
and at a special meeting addresses were made by Dr. 
Lincoln, Dr. Sherwood, Dr. Bell, Gen. Eaton, and others. 
A plan for investigation of the sanitary condition of our 
Public Schools was sketched out, and the approval and 
cooperation of the Board of Education secured. Dr. 
Thomson submitted a plan for examining the eyes of 
the school children, which he and Dr. Agnew, of New 
York, had prepared for use in both cities. The circulars 
prepared by Dr. Lincoln were printed and distributed by 
the Board of Education. Dr. Castle, in February, read a 
paper on " The Hygiene of the Eye, Considered with Ref- 
erence to the Children in Our Schools," and the subject 
was constantly kept before the public. The final out- 
come was an exhaustive report, based on the returns of 
the teachers, printed by the Board of Education, which 
has been the basis of many useful reforms, and pointed 
out others yet to be made. 

In January, 1875, Dr. Ray read a paper on " Brain Dis- 
ease and Modern Living," and the Association addressed 
a petition to the Legislature in favor of a law regulating 
the matter of medical practitioners. In March, Judge 
Pierce read a paper on "The Relative Morals of City 
and Country;" and in April, Dr. Chamberlaine one on 
" Silk Culture and Home Industry." In May, Professor 
Frazer read a paper on " Problems with more Unknown 
Quantities than Equations," a discussion of the question of 
" mind-reading." In November, Mr. N. Du Bois Miller 
read a paper on "The Legal Status of Married Women 
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in Pennsylvania; " and in December, Mr. Lorin Blodgett 
one on " The Revised Statutes of the United States." 

In January, 1876, Dr. Packard read a paper on "Train- 
ing of Nurses for the Sick." In April, Mr. Sanborn, of 
the parent Association, met in conference on Building 
Associations, the members of this Association and Messrs. 
Wrigley and Doran, who agreed to prepare papers on the 
subject at a conference called by the National Association, 
which met in Philadelphia on May 31st and June 1st. The 
papers of Messrs. Doran and Wrigley were printed by the 
Philadelphia Association. During 1876 papers were read 
by Professor Thomas C. Archer, on " International Exhibi- 
tions," and by Rev. C. G. Ames, on "Wisdom in Charity." 

In 1877, papers were read as follows: By Mr. Thomas 
Balch, on " Gold and Silver : Free Coinage and a Self- 
adjusting Ratio ; " by Mr. Lorin Blodgett, on " Building 
Systems for Great Cities." In December, Mr. Sanborn 
met the members of this Association in conference to 
endeavor to secure larger public support, both of the 
parent, the National Association, and of this and other 
local branch Associations. In December, Professor Frazer 
read a paper on "The Metric System." 

In 1878 papers were read by R. J. Wright, on " Cause 
and Cure of Hard Times," and by Col. George E. Waring, 
on " House Drainage," and on " Sewerage in Large Cities ; " 
by Dr. Lee, on " Sanitary Legislation in the Light of His- 
tory: A Plea for a State Board of Health." From that 
time the success of such an important addition to our 
State administration was insured, and the work of that 
State Board of Health, with Dr. Lee as its executive 
officer, is one of the results to which this Association can 
point with pardonable pride. If the able efforts made by 
Col. Waring to secure improvement in the sewerage and 
drainage of Philadelphia had found due response in our 
municipal legislature, there can be little doubt that the per- 
centage of loss and expense from zymotic diseases would 
have been largely saved to the community. In the autumn 
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of 1878 an able paper on "The Germ Theory of Disease" 
was read by Dr. Joseph G. Richardson, another able ad- 
vocate in the great field of sanitary reform. He, too, was 
cut off in the prime of life, leaving a reputation dear to his 
profession, both as a teacher and as a practitioner. 

In 1879 papers were read by Mr. W. F. Ford, on "The 
Sinking Fund as an Engine of Taxation, or Municipal 
Borrowing and its Results;" Dr. A. C. Rembaugh, on 
" Technical Education ; " Mr. Simon Sterne, of New York, 
on " The English Methods of Legislation Compared with 
the American ; " Rev. D. O. Kellogg, on " The Future of 
Labor; " Dr. Isaac Ray, on "The Commitment of Persons 
to Hospitals for the Insane ; " Mr. J. G Rosengarten, on 
" Reform Schools." 

In 1880 papers were read by the Rev. William H. Hodge, 
on "The Philadelphia Society for Organizing Charitable 
Relief and Repressing Mendicancy ; " Mr. James S. Whit- 
ney, on " Public Schools and Their Relation to the Com- 
munity ; " Mr. Charles G. Leland, on " Industrial and 
Decorative Art in Public Schools " — the initial effort in a 
movement that has since then grown into a very useful 
addition to the training of the pupils and teachers in our 
schools ; Mr. J. G. Rosengarten, on " Penal and Reforma- 
tory Schools," and the Association, by resolution, requested 
the Governor of the State to recommend to the Legislature 
the passage of laws: 1. Prohibiting children from being 
sent to or kept in almshouses, and requiring that they 
be cared for in children's asylums or private families. 

2. Providing for the purchase by the State of the Phila- 
delphia House of Refuge for a reformatory for first 
offenders between the ages of sixteen and twenty-five. 

3. Providing for the appointment of a commission to 
examine existing penal and reformatory institutions, to 
determine and report what further legislation is required 
to enable them to do their work with the greatest effi- 
ciency. 4. Prohibiting the surrender of children committed 
to any State, county, or city reformatory until the cost of 
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their maintenance is repaid or other guarantee given that 
they will not be allowed to be employed in any vicious 
calling. During the preceding year the Association lost 
by death a number of its most distinguished members, 
Henry C. Carey, E. Spencer Miller, Asa I. Fish, Dr. 
S. S. White, and William Adamson, and it gained quite a 
large accession in response to an appeal for more general 
participation in its work. 

In 1 88 1 papers were read by Mr. Edward A. Spring, 
on " Modelling for the Study of Human Character; " Mr. 
Mayer Sulzberger, on " Nominations for Public Office." A 
Memoir of Dr. Isaac Ray, by Dr. Kirkbride, together with 
a Minute, by Dr. Ruschenberger, expressing the sense of 
the Association in the loss of so able and efficient a mem- 
ber, were printed. Another very serious loss was the 
death of Dr. H. Lenox Hodge, to whom a suitable tribute 
was paid in the Annual Report. 

In 1882 papers were read by Mr. Charles G. Leland, on 
"The Result of Industrial Art Education in Schools;'' 
Mr. Addison B. Burk, on " Apprenticeship as It Was and 
as It Is;" and Mr. Herbert Welsh, on "The Religious and 
Social Aspect of the Indian Question." A large addition 
was made to the membership of the Association through 
the vigorous efforts of a committee under Mr. Ellis D. 
Williams. A course of lectures was given by Prof. Robert 
Ellis Thompson, on " Living Issues in Social Science," at 
Association Hall, toward which this Association contri- 
buted ; and an address on " Municipal Government," by 
John C. Bullitt, was given at the joint request of this 
Association and the Civil Service Reform Association. 

In 1883 papers were read by Mr. Lincoln L. Eyre, on 
"American Aristocracy ; " Mr. Thomas L. Barlow, on " A 
Plea for a New City Hospital;" Dr. D. F. Lincoln, on 
" Practical Aims in School Hygiene ; " Prof. M. B. Snyder 
on "Pending School Problems;" Mr. William Righter 
Fisher, on " Municipal Government; " Mr. Lorin Blodget, 
on "The Social Condition of the Working Classes in Phila- 
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delphia," and Mr. Philip C. Garrett, on "The Progress of 
Industrial Education." Several conferences were held with 
representatives of other associations — the Prison Society, 
the Civil Service Reform Association, the Charity Organ- 
ization, the Children's Aid Association, the Public Educa- 
tion Society, and others having some special branch of 
the various subjects in which this Association had been 
among the earliest pioneers, with a view to secure united 
action by public lectures, etc., in forwarding general interest 
and obtaining useful or preventing injurious legislation. 
Although no feasible plan was submitted, yet the meetings 
of the representatives increased the interest in the work 
in hand. 

In 1884 papers were read by Mr. Lloyd P. Smith, on 
" The Early Efforts to Establish a Public Library in Phil- 
adelphia;" Dr. Robert Walter, on " Health;" Mr. Charles 
M. DuPuy, on "A Plea for Better Distribution;" Dr. J. 
Cheston Morris, on " Milk Supply for Lai«ge Cities," and a 
committee was appointed " to determine what action should 
be urged on councils and the legislature to secure con- 
sumers against fraud, deterioration, or other injuries to the 
milk supplies." This led to a series of meetings and con- 
ferences with parties interested in the subject, and was the 
initiative in such partial measures of legislation to secure 
food inspection in the interest of public health as have as 
yet been put in force in Philadelphia. 

In 1885, papers were read by Dr. Henry Leffman on 
" Sanitary Reforms in Large Cities; " Dr. J. M. Anders on 
"Sanitary Influence of Forest Growth and Public Squares; " 
Dr. A. L. Rembaugh on " Alcoholism ; " Prof. James on 
"The Ideal School of Historical and Political Science;" 
President Woodward, of St. Louis, on " Manual Training, 
a Valuable Feature in General Education." The Public 
Education Society joined in printing this paper. 

In 1886, papers were read by Dr. Lee, on "The Or- 
ganization of Local Boards of Health in Pennsylvania ; " 
Prof. James, on "The Gas Question in Philadelphia;" 
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Dr. James C. Hallock, on " The Power and Duty of the 
President of the United States in Regard to Trade Dol- 
lars ; " Miss Cohen, on " The Balance of Power Between 
Industrial and Intellectual Work ; " Hon. Robert Adams, 
Jr., on "Wife-beating as a Crime;" Rev. Dr. Leonard 
W. Bacon, on "Defeat of Party Despotism by the Re- 
enfranchisement of the Individual Citizens ; " and Mr. 
Kemper Bocock, on " Land and Individualism." The 
papers of Dr. Lee and Prof. James had most useful re- 
sults. In pursuance of the suggestions in the former, the 
needed legislation was secured and local boards of health 
organized, while Prof. James' paper effectually put an end to 
the plan for the sale of the Philadelphia Gas Works, and was 
constantly used in other places in the discussion of various 
phases of the subject. It was an admirable example of 
the useful result of the discussion of a practical question 
of local administration,, from a purely professional stand- 
point, by an expert in the theoretical study of municipal 
government as one of the social problems of the time, 
and attracted attention far and wide. 

In 1 887, a paper was read by Prof. James on " Our Next 
Step in the Improvement of Our Educational System ; " 
and its value was enhanced by its earnest plea for chairs 
of Pedagogics in our Universities. During the year, the 
death of Judge Pierce was made the subject of a special 
minute, emphasizing his active interest in the work of the 
Association, and its sense of his great loss both to the 
public and to his associates. An effort was also made to 
establish anew the proposed confederation with other 
associations having common objects in view. 

In 1888, a paper was read by Mr. Eugene M. Camp on 
"Journalists: Born or Made," before this Association. 

In 1889, papers were read by Mr. L. W. Miller, Prin- 
cipal of the schools of the Pennsylvania Museum, on 
" Industrial Education in Europe ; " Prof. Robert Ellis 
Thompson, "Concerning Trusts;" Mr. Charles C. Bin- 
ney, on " Ballot Reform Essential to Free and Equal Elec- 
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tions," before this Association and the Civil Service and 
Electoral Reform Association, and this admirable contri- 
bution to the study of the Australian method of ballot was 
printed at the joint expense of the two Associations. The 
subject was afterward presented to the State Legislature by 
a joint committee representing these two Associations, and 
the whole matter thus brought home to the public. Other 
papers were read during the year by Mr. William Righter 
Fisher, on "Indians of Alaska;" Prof. S. N. Patten, of the 
University, on " Methods of Rational Taxation," and Hon. 
Francis Wayland, of New Haven, Conn., on " Prison Re- 
form." These two last papers were read in the lecture- 
room of the University Law School in the Girard Trust 
Building. This led to a renewal of previous suggestions 
that it might be well to secure a union of the Philadelphia 
Social Science Association with the proposed American 
Academy of Political and Social Science, and at the meet- 
ing at which the latter body was organized an invitation 
was extended to the Social Science Association to join 
that body. This was at once and favorably acted on at 
the annual meeting of the Social Science Association, and 
resolutions were adopted providing for such a union, trans- 
ferring to the Academy the books, papers, etc., as well 
as the life members of the Social Science Association, and 
thus arranging for the merger of the latter in the new 
Academy. The individual members of the Association 
were invited to membership in the Academy, and thus 
after twenty years' of varied usefulness the Philadelphia 
Social Science Association ceased to exist, but its work 
is now entrusted to the younger and larger body, which 
may be safely entrusted with carrying it on with increased 
activity. 

The Philadelphia Social Science Association owed its 
existence to the American Social Science Association, and 
was the outgrowth of the meeting of that body in Phila- 
delphia in 1869, but gradually all direct connection with 
the parent Association ceased. Other local organizations 
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had long ago gone out of existence, without leaving any 
record of their work. The American Association has held 
from time to time annual general meetings at Saratoga, 
and its volumes of proceedings contain much valuable 
material. The Philadelphia Social Science Association 
can point with justifiable pride to its work during the 
twenty years of its existence, to its large share in many 
measures of local and general reform, initiated at its 
meetings, ably urged in its papers, and, through their 
discussion, finally effected by enlightened public opinion 
thus instructed by earnest experts. The reform in the 
administration of the Philadelphia Hospital and Blockley 
Almshouse; the improvement in the hygiene of our public 
schools; the establishment of manual and industrial train- 
ing schools ; the continuance of the State geological sur- 
vey; the improvement in training schools for nurses; the 
work of our building associations; the advantages of char- 
ity organization and the prevention of pauperism ; a State 
Board of Health ; a better method of house drainage and 
sewerage; an improvement in our penal and reformatory 
institutions; discussion in advance of the convention to 
amend the State Constitution, and of the new charter for 
the City of Philadelphia, the Bullitt Bill; an intelligent 
effort to secure a better system of taxation; questions 
touching national, State, and local finances; the introduc- 
tion of measures for inspection of food supplies; forrestry; 
the gas question; journalism; trusts; ballot reform; prison 
reform — are among the practical questions that have been 
mooted in the Philadelphia Social Science Association. 
These and many purely theoretical matters have thus been 
brought to the bar of public opinion in well-considered 
papers and useful discussions. Some of them have come 
home to small bodies of earnest thinkers, and thus during 
the twenty years of the life of the Philadelphia Social 
Science Association it has helped in the organization of 
many useful bodies devoted to the furtherance of some 
special subjects, notably, The Civil Service and Ballot 
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Reform Association; The Public Education Society; The 
Charity Organization Association, with its admirable sys- 
tem of ward organizations ; The Children's Aid Association; 
The Teachers' Institute; The Indian Rights Association ; The 
Forestry Association ; The Medical Jurisprudence Society; 
The Public Square and Open Place Association ; The Visit- 
ing Nurse Association. These are but a part of the success- 
ful outgrowth of the discussions of the Social Science Asso- 
ciation, showing how public attention and interest were 
developed into active efforts to do good, and how largely 
the public has benefited by the method adopted to bring 
home the necessity of reforms that have thus secured suf- 
ficient individual support to become active working insti- 
tutions, part indeed of the daily life of a great city, where 
men and women are always found ready to help in any 
good work. What the Social Science Association with 
its small membership has thus helped even in a very 
modest way to effect, is now its best reward. For a 
large and growing organization, such as is included and 
provided for in the broad scope and plan of the Academy 
of Political and Social Science, the record of the Social 
Science Association is a lesson that cannot be without its 
value. 

J. G. Rosengarten. 



